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Abstract

 

  The first part of this paper examines the fundamental principles of landscape 

photography starting with the formation of landscape as a concept and a painting genre, 

up to landscape photography and its various identities as an art medium, a document, an 

imperialistic weapon and a tool of identification. The beginning of landscape photography 

is presented with special focus on mountain photography. The theme moves to the Ameri-

can West where the first National Park was born, an institution that can be both praised for 

bringing people closer to nature, and blamed for keeping people away from direct natural 

experience. 

 Τhe second part analyses the case of Swiss photographer Frederic Boissonnas and 

his relationship with Mount Olympus. The reasons that brought him to Greece, the first 

ascent to the summit of the mountain in 1913, his other two expeditions in 1919 and 1927, 

and his promotional campaign for Mount Olympus National Park are considered. Finally 

Boissonnas’ actions for the establishment of the Park are studied in order to understand the 

role his photographs played in preserving the natural and cultural landscape of the area.

 The overall objective of the paper is to extend the research about the formation 

of National Parks to the region of modern Greece. By studying the subject matter of Fred 

Boissonnas’ lens, it aims to reveal the role landscape photography played in the physiog-

nomy of the National Park institution.
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1. Introduction
 

  In summer of 1913 three men, a chamois hunter, a photographer and an art histo-

rian climbed the peak of Mount Olympus of Thessaly. Until then the mountain was a land of 

myths and legends that pilgrims and guerrilla groups were using as sanctuary from outer 

world, and locals as a source of raw material. The story of the Swiss Frederic Boissonnas, that 

together with Christos Kakkalos and Daniel Baud-Bovy are recorded as the first people who 

climbed the mythic mountain, motivated a research about the role that the photographer 

played in the creation of the first National Park in Greece. 

  Through understanding the readings which the medium of landscape acquired 

the last centuries, and the ground on which the institution of National Park flourished, 

the objective of this paper is to expand the field of study to Greek landscape, and in 

specific to the area of Mount Olympus. The final scope is observe how Fred Boissonnas, 

apart from participating in the group of the first recorded ascent of the mountain, with 

his photographs and actions, altered the significance, imaginary and symbolism of the 

mythic earth massif.

 Due to luck of studies on Fred Boissonnas’ role to the establishment of Olympus 

National Park, the research began from Boissonnas’ archive that is held in Thessaloniki 

Museum of Photography. Adding to it, texts about other landscape photographers and 

other National Parks were examined.  The photographers were selected based on two 
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points; the subject of their work and their implication with governmental, scientific or 

enterprising bodies. Landscape photographers of the early years of the medium, that 

either worked on the unmapped terrain, took part in land surveys or were pioneers in 

mountain photography are in focus. By reading upon their approaches and assignments, 

and the uses of the photographic material they produced, the effect their images had 

on forming public opinion about landscape is considered. Personal communication 

with curator and archivist Veronica Lisino from Museo Nazionale della Montagna of Tori-

no, and study on the Museum’s archive, was a significant element in the inquiry on early 

mountain photography.

 Literature on different cases of National Parks is studied, with special focus on 

Yellowstone National Park and the Swiss National Park model. The works of David A. Clary 

and Patric Kupper were the main sources at this point. Throughout the research, the most 

relevant findings with the case of Fred Boissonnas and his role in the establishment of 

Olympus National Park came from the works of Warwick Hall and C. Michael Frost on tourism 

and National Parks, and the work of Wilko G. Von Hardenberg about the National Parks in 

Italian Alps, so their analyzes were used as the base for exploration.

 The absence of commentary on the material of Fred Boissonnas from Mount Olym-

pus and the, often, incomplete documentation of the files from the photographer,  in some 

occasions redound to dead end, so additional sources were looked upon. One such source 

was the archive of the Hellenic Federation of Mountaineering & Climbing. Personal com-

munication with PhD researchers Estelle Sohier from University of Geneva and Ioannis 

Kyritsis from Aristotle’s University of Thessaloniki, that conducted surveys on the work of 

Fred Boissonnas, was also important addition to the research.

 In the first chapters, the era of late 18th century until the end of 19th century 

is reviewed, in order to understand the cultural surrounding wherein the National Park 

appeared, and also in which Fred Boissonnas grew up and became famous photographer. 
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The evolution of the concept of landscape, and, the modifications it acquired with the ad-

vent of photography, the appearance of mountaineering and the spread of massive travel 

and tourism is analyzed, to present the complex purport that a photographic mountain 

expedition of that period could carry. Early landscape photography in American West and 

in Alps, Himalaya and Pyrenees is examined, to display the conditions under which land-

scape photographers approached unexplored terrains. Two land surveys, one of which 

gave birth the the first National Park are showed, to introduce the mentality of the time 

about the mapping of Earth. The case of Yellowstone National Park is examined, as it was 

the institution that triggered the National Parks wave around the world – and the formation 

that inspired Fred Boissonnas –, as well as the Swiss model of National Park, which was the 

main alternative National Park’s Model.

 In the second part the case of Boissonnas and Mount Olympus is investigated. Which 

was the significance of the mountain for the newly established Greek nation-state? Who was 

the Swiss photographer? Which were reasons that brought him to Greece? What happened 

in his three photographic expeditions on the mountainous landscape? Finally, the acts of 

Boissonnas for setting up Olympus National Park are recorded, in order to present the various 

ways with which photography can create new imaginaries and alter old ones. The final part is a 

discussion around the  the individual research sections and the overall outcome of the study.


